To: 

The Honourable Prime Minister of India 
New Delhi 

Dear Sir, 


We had written to you a few weeks back to request your intervention in the ongoing crisis at 
the Film and Television Institute of India. We believe this crisis also presents a great oppor- 
tunity to transform once and for all, the way in which this institute of excellence in film- 
making is run. 


As we write this letter, the students' strike has crossed eighty days. These students would 
much rather be in class, or finishing their projects. Not only are they highly talented; the fact 
that they have decided to commit themselves to the uncertain, highly competitive field of 
filmmaking speaks volumes for their passion and desire to honestly and creatively interpret 
the world around us and thereby make a positive contribution to society. It is these very stu- 
dents - and others before them who, over the last ten years, have won over 150 national and 
international awards for films they made while they were still students! These awards do not 
include the huge number of accolades and prizes won by FTII alumni at festivals, among 
which are the prestigious Cannes and Berlin Film Festivals, or for that matter, recent wins at 
the Oscar awards. So impressive are these cinematic achievements that FTII is one of the 
most respected film schools the world over. Recently, in the context of the current crisis, a 
number of highly respected, senior national and international filmmakers have spoken out in 
support of maintaining the excellence that FTII continues to stand for. 


These glittering achievements have come despite the fact that for decades there have been 
some serious issues with the way the institute has been administered, rendering the process 
of learning there almost unworkable. It is not surprising therefore that there have been so 
many strikes in the past given that the unworkability has not been addressed and only ad 
hoc solutions provided from time to time. Yet, through sheer force of will and desire to 
learn, successive generations of students have continued to make the most of circumstances 
that have been extremely frustrating at many levels. 


In recent times yet another attempt was made to put things right when a group of eminent 
alumni and experts came together and produced the Nair Committee Report - a comprehen- 
sive blueprint to overhaul all aspects of FTI. We request you to view the present crisis as an 
opportunity and use the report as a base to build on and create anew, the centre of excellence 
that you have spoken about in the past. 


We would love you to come and spend some time with the students at the FTII and we 
promise you that will not see a more serious, talented, intelligent group with this kind of 
commitment to excellence anywhere else. 


We desperately seek your intervention to solve this crisis once and for all. We, the alumni, 
request you to let us partner with the government to not only clean up the mistakes of the 
past but totally revamp and dynamically reinvent the FTII for a new future. 


Time is of the essence and we look forward to hearing from you at the earliest. 
Thanking you, 
Sincerely, 


Arunaraje Patil 1969 

Anil Mehta 1983 

Vivek Shah - 1995 

Batul Mukhtiar - 1995 
Shanker Raman - 1996 
Avijit Mukul Kishore - 1996 
Kuntal Bhogilal - 1996 


